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nations! pride, and they could have been given by the
Press. Instead the public was fed on uninspiring official
communiques and, later, on panic-making refugee tales.
The result was that they went on leading their normal
lives in Paris and elsewhere as if nothing unusual were
happening. Each time I came back to Paris I was always
struck to see the cafe crowds, the well-dressed women
and the elegant young men thronging the Chamos
Elysees in the summer evenings as they had always done.
Paris gave one an impression of insouciance that London
does not give, French soldiers who saw Paris at play
went back to the front with a bad impression. They
did not see why they should sacrifice their lives when
the people behind the lines were enjoying themselves.
It was not long before the boulevards resounded to the
tread of German soldiers and those same well-dressed
women were weeping behind closed shutters or fleeing
southwards from one village to another before the
advancing enemy.